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Purpose:  
The Digital Commons Annual Report is a document that interested parties may use as a means of monitoring the yearly progress of Florida 
International University Libraries’ institutional repository. 
 
Background 
FIU’s Institutional Repository is a full-text, online, open access repository and publishing platform for the scholarship, creative output and history 
of FIU. The goals of the repository are to: 
 Serve as a persistent and centralized access point for FIU scholarship and creative works 
 Promote faculty and student research to a global community 
 Preserve the history, growth and development of FIU 
 Provide a platform for faculty to post Open Access copies of publications to meet OA requirements of funding agencies. 
The Institutional Repository is managed and administered by Jill Krefft, Institutional Repository Coordinator; Jamie Rogers, Assistant Department 
Head Digital Collections Center; with additional support from the staff of the FIU Digital Collections Center, Special Collections and University 
Archives, and University Graduate School. More information is available at: http://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/about.html 
 
FY 2014-2015 Highlights 
 Digital Commons celebrated a major milestone this year with its 1 millionth download. 
 For the first time, FIU Digital Commons added streaming video collections, including the Center for Humanities in an Urban Environment 
lecture series, the Frost’s Green Lecture Series and Breakfast in the Park lectures, commencements from 2010 forward, among other 
recordings of notable speakers and university events. 
 Digital Commons saw tremendous growth with over 2,139 records added.  
 The top three most downloaded collections were the Electronic Theses and Dissertations Collection (203,322); South Florida Education 
Research Conference Proceedings (66,699); and The Hospitality Review (42,176).  
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 Digital Commons saw a 13% increase in full text downloads from 330,614 in FY 2013-2014 to 374,433 in FY 2013-2014, consistent with 
increasing growth of downloads in past years. 
 With support from Tech Fee funding, Digital Collections Center staff in partnership with the Division of IT and Special Collections and 
University Archives, continued work on the retrospective thesis digitization project to digitize and make available through Digital 
Commons the collection of bound theses and dissertations held by the FIU Libraries.  
 We saw an increase in University Archival material, including the Beacon from 2004 to the present, the Cuban Research Institute’s event 
flyers, and the Cuba Poll. 
 
Looking Ahead: 
For FY 2015-2016, we look forward to: 
 Expanding our student collections; 
 Continued support of FIU Preeminent Programs and Organizational Research Units; 
 Continued ingest of retrospective theses and dissertations; 
 Supporting and archiving notable events held by FIU. 
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Statistics Highlights 
For complete statistics, please see appendix A. 
Research Collections 
Research Collections are defined as collections that include materials derived from FIU research efforts and projects including journal articles, 
presentations, technical reports, and images. Please note that collections in bold can also be found in the FIU Libraries University Archives. 
The top five downloaded research collections in 2014-2015 were: 
1. LACC Occasional Paper Series, Dialogues (8,060) 
2. FCE LTER Journal Articles (3,729) 
3. FCE LTER Image Collection (3,613) 
4. WHEMSAC ( 2,870) 
5. Department of Economics Working Paper Series (2,238) 
Collection  Total records  
Total 
Files 
New 
Records 
Record 
Hits  
Hits Per 
Record 
 Full Text 
Downloads  
Downloads 
Per File 
Africana and Africana Diaspora Faculty 
Presentations 15 15 0 99 6 316 21 
Department of Biomedical Engineering Faculty 
Publications 7 8 0 25 3 914 114 
Center for Leadership Current Research  12 12 0 99 8 385 32 
Center for the Study of Matter at Extreme 
Conditions (CESMEC) 1 1 0 2 2 65 65 
College of Medicine Faculty Publications 25 25 0 64 2 696 27 
Cuba Poll 4 4 4 6 1 13 3 
Department of Biological Sciences Faculty 
Publications 68 68 0 305 4 1073 15 
Department of Biostatistics Faculty Publications 1 1 0 3 3 9 9 
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Collection  Total records  
Total 
Files 
New 
Records 
Record 
Hits  
Hits Per 
Record 
 Full Text 
Downloads  
Downloads 
Per File 
Department of Chemistry Faculty Publications 5 5 0 14 2 123 24 
Department of Computing and Information 
Sciences Faculty Publications  6 6 0 4 0 305 50 
Department of Dietetics and Nutrition 28 28 28 27 0 79 2 
Department of Earth and Environment Faculty 
Publications  1 1 0 1 1 5 5 
Department of Economics Occasional Paper 
Series  6 6 0 11 1 33 5 
Department of Economics Working Papers 
Series  80 80 0 54 0 2238 27 
Department of Electrical and Computing 
Engineering Faculty Publications  8 8 0 21 2 528 66 
Department of Global and Sociocultural Studies 
Faculty Publications  2 2 0 6 3 29 14 
Department of Mathematics Faculty 
Publications 5 5 0 9 1 113 22 
Department of Mechanical and Materials 
Engineering Faculty Publications  1 1 0 7 7 167 167 
Department of Physics Faculty Publications  7 7 0 7 1 160 22 
Department of Social Work Faculty Publications  2 2 0 16 8 40 20 
Department of Teaching and Learning Faculty 
Publications  3 3 0 6 2 72 24 
Discussion Papers in Economics and Banking 6 6 0 23 3 813 135 
DRR Books* 1 1 1 72 72 172 172 
DRR Faculty 9 9 1 39 4 342 38 
DRR GAR 1 1 0 5 5 0 0 
Environmental and Occupational Health 23 23 0 90 3 775 33 
Faculty Books 2 3 0 28 14 16 5 
FCE LTER Books 2 2 0 57 28 0 0 
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Collection  Total records  
Total 
Files 
New 
Records 
Record 
Hits  
Hits Per 
Record 
 Full Text 
Downloads  
Downloads 
Per File 
FCE LTER Images 259 259 0 437 1 3613 13 
FCE LTER Journal Articles 348 348 51 2172 6 3729 10 
FCE LTER Reports 10 10 0 6 0 282 28 
GIS Center  20 20 8 109 5 240 12 
Infrastructure systems of systems research 
group  6 6 1 118 19 370 61 
LACC Occasional Paper Series 3 3 0 22 7 1049 349 
LACC Occasional Paper Series, Dialogues 61 61 0 356 5 8060 132 
LACC Working Paper Series 11 11 0 55 5 550 50 
MPO Community Reports* 67 67 67 4 0 125 1 
Open Access Publishing Fund  2 2 0 5 2 55 27 
Sea Level Rise* 7 7 7 70 10 262 37 
SERC Research Reports 98 101 23 142 1 714 7 
Telecommunications and Information 
Technology Institute Faculty Publications  1 1 0 2 2 12 12 
UGS Presentations 2 2 0 3 1 12 6 
WHEMSAC 55 55 0 1829 33 2870 52 
Works of the FIU Libraries 24 24 14 88 3 1334 55 
Totals 1305 1305 1310 205 6518         32758 32758 
*New Collections in 2014-2015               
 
 
 
 
 
P a g e  | 6 
 
FY 2014-2015 Digital Commons Annual Report                                                Florida International University  
Student Collections 
These collections include original research created primarily by undergraduate and graduate students. 
The top 3 downloaded collections are: 
1. Electronic Theses and Dissertations [ETDs] (203,322) 
2. South Florida Education Research Conference [SFERC] (66699) 
3. Disaster Risk Reduction Program Student Research [1099] 
Collection  Total Records  
New 
Records 
Total 
Files 
 Record 
Hits  
Hits Per 
Record 
 Full Text 
Downloads  
Downloads 
Per File 
Africana and Africana Diaspora Student 
Presentations 10 0 10 14 1 111 11 
Department of Biological Sciences - 
Undergraduate Honors Theses 66 7 67 742 11 62 0 
DRR Student 12 0 12 82 6 1099 91 
ETD 1922 543 2057 21923 11 203322 98 
IPPCS Student Work 3 2 4 107 35 307 76 
McNair Journal 3 0 3 20 6 111 37 
Proquest Dissertations 1913 91 1913 22539 11 0 0 
SAGGSA Conference* 12 12 13 127 10 24 1 
SERC Dissertations and Thesis 1 0 1 1 1 75 75 
SFERC 375 46 375 1424 3 66699 177 
Totals   4317 701 4455 46979 271810 271810 
*New Collections to 2014-2015               
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University Archives/Administrative Documents 
These collections represent materials that have been: 
 Digitized from the Special Collections and University Archives Department 
 Born digital administrative documents and university archival materials 
The top 3 downloaded collections are: 
1. The Beacon (9819) 
2. FIU Course Catalogs (1979) 
3. FIU Yearbooks (985) 
Collection  Total records  
New 
Records 
Total 
files 
 Record 
hits  
Hits per 
record 
 Full text 
downloads  
Downloads 
Per File 
Beacon 783 783 783 143 0 9819 10 
College of Medicine Archival 851 0 856 383 0 57 0 
College of Medicine Images 101 0 101 17 0 91 0 
College of Medicine Instructional 6 0 6 7 1 0 0 
Cuban Research Institute Events  112 92 112 186 1 829 7 
Department of Biomedical Engineering 
Annual Reports 10 0 10 9 0 48 4 
Department of Biomedical Engineering 
STATS Newsletter 10 0 10 2 0 38 3 
Digital Commons Annual Report  3 1 3 36 12 60 20 
Digital Initiatives  2 0 2 36 18 60 30 
FIU Course Catalogs 63 0 63 878 13 1979 31 
FIU Images 75 0 75 910 12 467 6 
FIU Video 133 132 133 134 1 0 0 
FIU Yearbooks  9 7 9 217 24 985 109 
Frost Catalogs 31 27 31 90 2 690 22 
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Collection  Total records  
New 
Records 
Total 
files 
 Record 
hits  
Hits per 
record 
 Full text 
downloads  
Downloads 
Per File 
Frost Video 36 36 36 45 1 0 0 
MIUS News  10 1 10 23 2 90 9 
Office of the Controller Annual Reports  24 0 24 12 0 40 1 
ORED Publications* 33 33 33 10 0 19 0 
Student Leadership Summit Event 
Photos 19 0 19 22 1 16 0 
Student Leadership Summit Time 
Capsule  4 0 4 5 1 0 0 
UGS Annual Report 1 0 2 8 8 5 2 
UGS Presentations 2 0 2 3 1 12 6 
Wolfsonian Photos 60 0 60 1 0 0 0 
Wolfsonian Video 1 0 1 8 8 0 0 
Totals   2379 1112 2385 3185 15305 15305 
*New Collections to 2014-2015               
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Peer Reviewed Journals 
These are peer reviewed journals that are managed by members of FIU and are housed in Digital Commons. 
Collection  Total records  
Total 
files 
New 
Records 
 Record 
hits  
Hits per 
record 
 Full text 
downloads  
Downloads 
Per File 
Class, Race, Corporate Power  37 37 18 3601 97 6184 167 
Hospitality Review 546 546 6 9574 17 42176 77 
LACC Hemisphere  38 38 0 41 1 1121 29 
McNair Journal 3 3 0 20 6 111 37 
Totals   624 624 24 13236  49592 49592 
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Growth over the years 
 
Digital Commons began tracking its usage in 2011. As illustrated below, Digital Commons has seen tremendous growth in both the size of its 
collections, as well as the usage of the collections.  
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Appendix A 
Collection 
New 
Records 
 Total 
Records  Total Files Record hits  
Hits Per 
Record 
 Full Text 
Downloads  
Downloads 
Per File 
Africana and Africana Diaspora 
Faculty Presentations 0 15 15 99 6 316 21 
Africana and Africana Diaspora 
Student Presentations 0 10 10 14 1 111 11 
AIS Symposium* 44 49 54 97 1 104 2 
Beacon 783 783 783 143 0 9819 6 
Department of Biomedical 
Engineering Faculty Publications 0 7 8 25 3 914 114 
Center for Leadership Current 
Research  0 12 12 99 8 385 32 
Center for the Study of Matter at 
Extreme Conditions (CESMEC) 0 1 1 2 2 65 65 
Class, Race, Corporate Power  18 37 37 3601 97 6184 167 
College of Medicine Archival 0 851 856 383 0 57 0 
College of Medicine Faculty 
Publications 0 25 25 64 2 696 27 
College of Medicine Images 0 101 101 17 0 91 0 
College of Medicine Instructional 0 6 6 7 1 0 0 
Cuban Research Institute Events  92 112 112 186 1 829 7 
Cuba Poll 4 4 4 6 1 13 3 
Department of Biological 
Sciences - Undergraduate Honors 
Theses 7 66 67 742 11 62 0 
Department of Biological 
Sciences Faculty Publications 0 68 68 305 4 1073 15 
Department of Biomedical 
Engineering Annual Reports 0 10 10 9 0 48 4 
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Collection 
New 
Records 
 Total 
Records  Total Files 
 Record 
Hits  
Hits Per 
Record 
 Full Text 
Downloads  
Downloads 
Per File 
Department of Biomedical 
Engineering STATS Newsletter 0 10 10 2 0 38 3 
Department of Biostatistics 
Faculty Publications 0 1 1 3 3 9 9 
Department of Chemistry Faculty 
Publications 0 5 5 14 2 123 24 
Department of Computing and 
Information Sciences Faculty 
Publications  0 6 6 4 0 305 50 
Department of Dietetics and 
Nutrition 28 28 28 27 0 79 2 
Department of Earth and 
Environment Faculty Publications  0 1 1 1 1 5 5 
Department of Economics 
Occasional Paper Series  0 6 6 11 1 33 5 
Department of Economics 
Working Papers Series  0 80 80 54 0 2238 27 
Department of Electrical and 
Computing Engineering Faculty 
Publications  0 8 8 21 2 528 66 
Department of Global and 
Sociocultural Studies Faculty 
Publications  0 2 2 6 3 29 14 
Department of Mathematics 
Faculty Publications 0 5 5 9 1 113 22 
Department of Mechanical and 
Materials Engineering Faculty 
Publications  0 1 1 7 7 167 167 
Department of Physics Faculty 
Publications  0 7 7 7 1 160 22 
Department of Social Work 
Faculty Publications  0 2 2 16 8 40 20 
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Collection 
New 
Records 
 Total 
Records  Total Files 
 Record 
Hits  
Hits Per 
Record 
 Full Text 
Downloads  
Downloads 
Per File 
Department of Teaching and 
Learning Faculty Publications  0 3 3 6 2 72 24 
Digital Commons Annual Report  1 3 3 36 12 60 20 
Digital Initiatives  0 2 2 36 18 60 30 
Discussion Papers in Economics 
and Banking 0 6 6 23 3 813 135 
DRR Books* 1 1 1 72 72 172 172 
DRR Faculty 1 9 9 39 4 342 38 
DRR GAR 0 1 1 5 5 0 0 
DRR Shelter 0 31 31 97 3 1 0 
DRR Student 0 12 12 82 6 1099 91 
Environmental and Occupational 
Health 0 23 23 90 3 775 33 
ETD 543 1922 2057 21923 11 203322 98 
Faculty Books 0 2 3 28 14 16 5 
FCE LTER Books 0 2 2 57 28 0 0 
FCE LTER Images 0 259 259 437 1 3613 13 
FCE LTER Journal Articles 51 348 348 2172 6 3729 10 
FCE LTER Reports 0 10 10 6 0 282 28 
FIU Course Catalogs 0 63 63 878 13 1979 31 
FIU Images 0 75 75 910 12 467 6 
FIU Video 132 133 133 134 1 0 0 
FIU Yearbooks  7 9 9 217 24 985 109 
Frost Catalogs 27 31 31 90 2 690 22 
Frost Video 36 36 36 45 1 0 0 
Frost Green Lecture Series  0 1 1 1 1 0 0 
GIS Center  8 20 20 109 5 240 12 
Hospitality Review 6 546 546 9574 17 42176 77 
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Collection 
New 
Records 
 Total 
Records  Total Files 
 Record 
Hits  
Hits Per 
Record 
 Full Text 
Downloads  
Downloads 
Per File 
Infrastructure systems of systems 
research group  1 6 6 118 19 370 61 
IPPCS Colloquia 0 13 24 29 2 644 26 
IPPCS Student Work 2 3 4 107 35 307 76 
LACC Hemisphere  0 38 38 41 1 1121 29 
LACC Occasional Paper Series 0 3 3 22 7 1049 349 
LACC Occasional Paper Series, 
Dialogues 0 61 61 356 5 8060 132 
LACC Working Paper Series 0 11 11 55 5 550 50 
McNair Journal 0 3 3 20 6 111 37 
MIUS News  1 10 10 23 2 90 9 
MPO Community Reports* 67 67 67 4 0 125 1 
Office of the Controller Annual 
Reports  0 24 24 12 0 40 1 
Open Access Publishing Fund  0 2 2 5 2 55 27 
ORED Publications* 33 33 33 10 0 19 0 
Proquest Dissertations 91 1913 1913 22539 11 0 0 
SAGGSA Conference* 12 12 13 127 10 24 1 
Sea Level Rise* 7 7 7 70 10 262 37 
Selected Works 53 634 634 1954 3 4342 6 
SERC Dissertations and Thesis 0 1 1 1 1 75 75 
SERC Research Reports 23 98 101 142 1 714 7 
SFERC 46 375 375 1424 3 66699 177 
Student Leadership Summit 
Event Photos 0 19 19 22 1 16 0 
Student Leadership Summit Time 
Capsule  0 4 4 5 1 0 0 
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Collection 
New 
Records 
 Total 
Records  Total Files 
 Record 
Hits  
Hits Per 
Record 
 Full Text 
Downloads  
Downloads 
Per File 
Telecommunications and 
Information Technology Institute 
Faculty Publications  0 1 1 2 2 12 12 
UGS Annual Report 0 1 2 8 8 5 2 
UGS Presentations 0 2 2 3 1 12 6 
WHEMSAC 0 55 55 1829 33 2870 52 
Wolfsonian Photos 0 60 60 1 0 0 0 
Wolfsonian Video 0 1 1 8 8 0 0 
Works of the FIU Libraries 14 24 24 88 3 1334 55 
Totals 2139 9348 9513 72073   374433             374433 
*New Collections to 2014-2015               
 
